
Procedures for E-EEAC Review Committees (RC) 
 
The following document was adopted by a vote of the E-EEAC Executive Committee on 
4/7/19. 
 
The E-EEAC consists of an Executive Committee (EC) and Review Committees (RCs). RCs 
are composed based on the specific topic under consideration. By design, the two 
committees have different functions but all economist members of the EC and RCs are 
considered members of the E-EEAC. The EC provides oversight for the activities of the RCs. 
This role for the EC is intended to ensure that all reviews are consistent with the mission of 
providing independent advice on the state-of-the-science with regard to the benefits, costs, 
and design of the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) environmental programs. 
 
Initiating a Review Activity 
 
A review activity can be initiated either by a member of the Executive Committee (EC) or a 
potential Review Committee chair (or co-chair) submitting a review proposal to the EC. If a 
member of the EC proposes a review, he/she is not eligible to vote on either the proposal to 
undertake the review or the EC’s endorsement of the RC’s report. 
 
The review proposal should be submitted via email to info@e-eeac.org and should contain 
the following information: 
a. Review type 

The E-EEAC envisions supporting 3 broad types of reviews: reviews of proposed 
revisions to existing rules, reviews of proposed new rules, reviews of generic 
methodologies or other cross-cutting topics that are relevant to EPA’s rulemaking 
activities. 

b. General statement of review topic 
c. Names and contact information for RC members including identification of RC chairs or 

co-chairs. The proposal submitter is responsible for securing commitments from 
potential RC members before the proposal is submitted. The EC encourages RC 
chairs/co-chairs to compose RCs with diverse representation. 

d. A summary in a short list or in question format of the key issues to be addressed in the 
review. 
 

Proposal Approval 
 

The EC reviews the proposal for an RC. In addition to assessing the overall merits of the 
proposed review, the EC will consider the extent to which the composition of the RC 
reflects a diverse and inclusive set of members who are well-qualified to undertake the 
proposed review. The EC will vote for one of the following outcomes: (i) create the 
proposed RC and support initiation of the review activities without revisions to the 
proposal; (ii) create the proposed RC conditional on revisions to the proposal: or (iii) 
decide the proposal is inconsistent with the E-EEAC mission. Under outcome (ii), the EC 
will review a revised proposal and vote to either proceed in creating the RC or decline to do 
so. 
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E-EEAC Support 
 
Once an RC has been formed, the E-EEAC will provide administrative support to assemble 
the necessary regulatory documents (e.g., RIAs and background information from 
published and unpublished sources) as directed by the RC leadership. RC chairs may 
request additional support from the EC for Research Assistant (RA) time and editing of 
draft reports. 
 
RC chairs are encouraged to consult with EC members to discuss issues as they arise over 
the course of a review. Documentation of email exchanges will be maintained by the 
administrative assistant supporting the EC. 
 
Upon completion, the RC chair (co-chairs) will submit the review report to the EC for 
evaluation.  The EC may decide to support of the submitted report as is or may provide 
suggested revisions to be undertaken prior to the EC’s support of the report. A simple 
majority (excluding any recused EC members who also are RC members) will determine EC 
support for the report.  
 
Once the EC has approved a report, the EC and RC chairs will jointly prepare a cover letter 
to accompany the report, both of which will be submitted widely to scholars, practitioners, 
and policy makers including the EPA Administrator, agency and congressional staff. The 
letter and report will also be posted on the E-EEAC website, e-eeac.org. The EC may 
support additional dissemination by means of a press release, social media, interviews with 
RC leadership, etc. The RC is encouraged to submit a manuscript based on the review for 
publication in a scientific journal with an appropriate disclaimer and acknowledgement of 
E-EEAC support of the original report. An example statement follows: “Elements of this 
paper were developed in a report supported by the External Environmental Economics 
Advisory Committee (E-EEAC), an organization whose mission is to provide independent 
advice on the state-of-the-science with regard to the benefits, costs, and design of EPA’s 
environmental programs. The views expressed in this paper reflect those of the authors.” 


